SECTION 504

New Heights Charter School of Brockton acknowledges its responsibility under Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to avoid discrimination in policies and practices regarding its
personnel and students. No discrimination against any person with a disability shall knowingly
be permitted in any program or practices in the school district.

Section 504 covers qualified students with disabilities who attend schools receiving Federal
financial assistance. Section 504 requires that school districts provide a free appropriate public
education (FAPE) to qualified students in their jurisdictions who:

(1) have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life
activities; or

(2) have a record of such an impairment; or
(3) be regarded as having such an impairment.

e Students who are considered for a 504 DO NOT need to provide a doctor or medical
documentation.
e Students can also be placed on a 504 without parent consent.

A physical or mental impairment is defined as any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic
disfigurement, or anatomical loss affecting one or more of the following body systems:
neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs; respiratory, including speech organs;
cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; genito-urinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and
endocrine; or any mental or psychological disorder, such as mental retardation, organic brain
syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. This list is not
exhaustive.

Major life activities include functions such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks,
walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. This list is not exhaustive.
In the ADA Amendments Act 2008 Congress provided additional examples of general activities
that are major life activities, including eating, sleeping, standing, lifting, bending, reading,
concentrating, thinking, and communicating. Congress also provided a non-exhaustive list of
examples of “major bodily functions” that are major life activities, such as the functions of the
immune system, normal cell growth, digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory,
circulatory, endocrine, and reproductive functions. An impairment that is episodic or in
remission, is also considered a disability if it would substantially limit a major life activity when
active.

Under Section 504, the school has the responsibility to identify, evaluate, and if the student is
determined to be eligible under Section 504, to afford access to appropriate educational services.



