
MEeMPower

STUDENT SAMPLE ITEM BOOKLET
2017

Mathematics
Reading

Writing & Language
Grade 6



Developed and published by Measured Progress, 100 Education Way, Dover, NH 03820. Copyright © 2017. 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, 
or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of Measured Progress.
eMPower Assessments™ is a trademark of Measured Progress, Inc.



1
eMPower_ME_16-17_G6_RID

GO ON

Mathematics Session 1
Directions
Today you will take a test in mathematics. For this test, you will answer selected-response and 
constructed-response questions. Some of the questions may look different from test questions 
you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important  
to do your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to answer it. 
You may NOT use a calculator to answer the questions in this session.
 

539817 Choice - 

1. The coach of a soccer team collected data from the players on the team. This histogram 
shows the data.
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Which label is most appropriate for the horizontal axis of the histogram?

A Height (in inches)

B Number of Teams

C Number of Players

D Time Practiced per Week (in hours)

539819 Choice - 

2. Which of the following shows  as the product of one factor and the sum of two 
whole numbers with no common factors other than 1?

A 

B 

C 

D 
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539821 Choice - 

3. Points F, G, H, and I are plotted on this number line.

–3 –2 –1 0 1 2 3

F G H I

Which point represents  on the number line?

A point F

B point G

C point H

D point I

539823 Choice - 

4. The dot plot shows the number of push-ups some students did during the push-up 
challenge at a school.

8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

Push-Up Challenge

Number of Push-Ups

Based on the dot plot, which statement is true?

A Seven students did more than 18 push-ups.

B Half the students did more than 15 push-ups.

C Thirty students participated in the push-up challenge.

D Half the students did between 14 and 16 push-ups.
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STOP

539825 Composite - 

5. At a local deli, ham costs $6 per pound and cheese costs $4.50 per pound. Keyon wrote the 
expression  to model this situation.
a. What does the variable h represent in the expression?
b. What does the expression  represent?

At the deli, Keyon wants to buy some pickles that cost $2 each and some macaroni salad 
that costs $3 per pound.
c. Write an expression to represent the total dollar amount Keyon can spend on pickles 

and macaroni salad. Be sure to define any variables you use in your expression.

Keyon buys 6 pickles and 3 pounds of macaroni salad.
d. What is the total dollar amount Keyon spends on pickles and macaroni salad? Show your 

work or explain how you know.



STOP
You have completed 

this session.
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Mathematics Session 2
Directions
Today you will take a test in mathematics. For this test, you will answer selected-response and 
constructed-response questions. Some of the questions may look different from test questions 
you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important 
WRbGR�\RXU�EHVW��ΖI�\RX�DUH�QRW�VXUH�RI�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��\RX�VKRXOG�VWLOO�WU\�WR�DQVZHU�LW��
You MAY use a calculator to answer the questions in this session.
 
539827 Choice - 

6. A manager at a store sells bags of red apples and bags of green apples. These tables show 
the numbers of each type of apple in different numbers of bags.

3

6

9

Number
of Bags

24

48

72

Number
of Red
Apples

2

4

8

Number
of Bags

18

36

72

Number
of Green
Apples

Which statement best describes the ratio of red apples per bag to the ratio of green apples 
per bag?

A The ratios are the same because the greatest number of each type of apple is 72.

B The ratios cannot be compared because the numbers of bags and the numbers of 
DSSOHV�DUH�GLHUHQW�

C The ratio of red apples per bag is less than the ratio of green apples per bag 

because  is less than .

D The ratio of red apples per bag is greater than the ratio of green apples per bag 
because 24 is greater than 18.
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539834 Cluster - Diego’s Bike Ride 539829 Shared Stimulus - Shared Stimulus-Math

Use the information below to answer questions 7 and 8.

Diego rode his bicycle 12.6 miles in 1.5 hours.

539831 Choice - Diego’s Bike Ride

7. Which equation shows the unit rate, r, in miles per hour, that Diego rode his bicycle?

A 

B 

C 

D 

539833 Choice - Diego’s Bike Ride

8. If Diego rides at the same average rate, how many miles will he ride in 2.5 hours?

A 15.1

B 16.8

C 21.0

D 25.2
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STOP

539836 Choice - 

9. This hexagon has six sides that are each approximately 2.3 units in length.

2

2.3

Which calculation shows the approximate area, in square units, of this hexagon?

A 

B 

C 

D 

539838 Composite - 

10. Two bells ring at the same time every day at 12:00 p.m. After that, the first bell rings every 
�bPLQXWHV�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�EHOO�ULQJV�HYHU\����PLQXWHV�
a. Between 12:00 p.m. and 12:30 p.m., at what times will the first bell ring?
b. After 12:00 p.m., when is the next time that both bells will ring at the same time? Use 

words or numbers to explain how you know.



STOP
You have completed 

this session.
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Reading
Directions
Today you will take a test in reading. For this test, you will read passages and then answer 
questions about the passages. Some of the questions may look different from test questions you 
have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important to do 
your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to answer it.

542610 Cluster - The Performance; Room 202B 541408 Shared Stimulus - Shared Stimulus

You will now read two passages and answer the questions that follow. Some of the questions may ask 
you to compare the two passages.

Passage 1

The Performance
 1  On the day that Ms. Sanchez asked me to play a solo in our spring jazz band concert, I felt 

like my dreams of becoming a real musician were finally coming true. I was so excited at the 
time that I didn’t think about the fact that I would be playing in front of actual people.

 2  Last summer, Dad took me to a jazz concert where I saw a trumpeter named Charlton 
Singleton perform. When I got home, I scoured the Internet for videos of trumpet players 
such as Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie, and Lee Morgan. I watched them for hours, 
fascinated by how quickly they could move their fingers and redefine notes with just a 
movement of their mouth (which I later learned was called their “embouchure”), until my 
father finally had to tell me to turn off the computer. I knew I was intended to play this brass 
instrument.

 3  I started taking lessons with Ms. Sanchez in September. I practiced for at least an hour 
every day, much to the irritation of my poor father’s ears. I knew my hard work was paying 
off when Ms. Sanchez asked if I’d play a brief solo in the jazz classic “Big Dipper” by Thad 
Jones.

 4  Every time I practiced the solo, I pictured Louis Armstrong or one of my other trumpet 
heroes. They inspired me to take a few risks, to not just play the notes but to feel the notes. 
Playing in my room, I felt like the most talented trumpeter in the world.

 5  On the day of the concert, I woke up with a sudden feeling of dread. Practicing alone or in 
front of my classmates was one thing. But to play in front of a roomful of people, that was 
terrifying.

 6  When the band began playing “Big Dipper,” my fingers started to shake. My solo was 
approaching. My throat felt tight, my mouth turned dry as a desert. Oh no, what was 
happening to my body? I hadn’t planned for this. I stood up and walked to the front of the 
stage.

 7  I was supposed to play in G7, but a wrong note came blaring out of the trumpet. That 
wasn’t supposed to happen. Sweat dripped down my nose. The lights on the stage seemed 
to grow even hotter, spotlighting my mistakes. Again I tried, and this time I played in D7 
instead of G7.
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 8  I stopped and felt my cheeks grow hot. Ms. Sanchez looked at me and smiled 
encouragingly. The band kept going.

 9  After what felt like a million years but was probably only a few seconds, I picked up where 
the band was and found the right chord. From there, after all my hours of practice, my 
fingers and mouth knew just what to do. I kept finding the right notes, the right chords, and 
eventually my mind focused on the music. The crowd disappeared. For one brief moment, I 
was Dizzy Gillespie, enchanting the audience.

 10  Before I knew it, my solo was over. There was some polite clapping from the audience, 
my father of course being the loudest. I even heard a “Go Joseph!”

 11  A feeling of excitement came over me as I sat back down and I realized that was fun. 
Despite the mistakes, I knew I wanted to perform again.

 12  Afterward, Ms. Sanchez came up and told me, “All musicians can play, but real musicians 
can recover.” Maybe she was just trying to make me feel better, but in that moment, I knew I 
was a real musician.

“The Performance” © 2017 by Measured Progress.
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541421 Shared Stimulus - Shared Stimulus

The speaker in this poem is an art teacher waiting for students on the first day of school.

Passage 2

Room 202B
  7:10 a.m. First day of school.

  I set my cup on my desk.
  I go to my shelves against the sunlit wall of 202B
  and catch the familiar smell of inspiration—
 5 of charcoal, clay, watercolors, and wood.
  It takes over the quiet of my vanilla tea.

  For me, it has always been this way.
  I take in the air.

  At two, the clean smell of crayons
 10 helped me draw what I couldn’t say out loud.
  At six, the sweetness of play dough
  made every rainy day a gift.
  And at twelve, breathing in
  the binding of a blank sketchbook
 15 reminded me that I can always
  begin again.

  7:15. The students will arrive soon.

  Not everyone can sense the possible—at least, not right away.
  Some detect hints of
 20 lines not straight enough, or curves too curvy,
  tall cups that end up small . . .
  familiar faces that somehow turn out to be strangers.
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  7:20. The buses begin to arrive.

  But in 202B, the fragrance of what is possible seeps in,
 25 and they begin to sense what I have already witnessed—
   That paint does flow like a wild river
   from the tip of a brush, but in time, we can tame it.
   Though it does keep its wildness. And that’s OK.

  They come to believe what I have already observed—
 30  That faint chalk colors do spread like dust
   from a forgotten closet, but with practice, they
   make memories of the beach,
   or of the mountains,
   or of the basketball court
 35  hazy . . . like a dream.

  And they begin to realize what I have already learned—
   That fingers, with patience and growing strength,
   can bend, can twist, can smooth what once was
   cold clay into fired, solid forms of thoughts.

 40 7:25. 
  202B. This must be it. I smell something.

  Me, too. Come on in.

“Room 202B” © 2017 by Measured Progress.
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542595 Choice - The Performance; Room 202B

1. As used in paragraph 2 of Passage 1, what does the word “fascinated” show about the 
narrator?

A He is amazed by the skills of famous trumpet players.

B He is puzzled by the way some people play the trumpet.

C +H� LV�ZRUULHG� WKDW� MD]]� LV� WRR�GLɝFXOW� WR�SOD\�RQ� WKH� WUXPSHW�

D He is surprised that so many trumpet players are experts at jazz.

542597 Choice - The Performance; Room 202B

2. In paragraph 5 of Passage 1, why does the narrator wake up “with a sudden feeling of 
dread”?

A He does not play as well as musicians from the past.

B He has been playing the trumpet only since September.

C He knows there will be many audience members at the concert.

D He cannot remember the request Ms. Sanchez made about the concert.

552148 Extended Text - The Performance; Room 202B

3. In “The Performance,” explain what the narrator learns because of the events in 
SDUDJUDSKb���8VH�GHWDLOV�IURP�WKH�SDVVDJH�WR�VXSSRUW�\RXU�DQVZHU�

542599 Choice - The Performance; Room 202B

4. In Passage 2, which statement best describes how lines 1–8 are important to the poem?

A They set up the idea that the speaker has taught art for a long time.

B They demonstrate that the speaker likes being alone when making art.

C They suggest that the speaker will be interrupted by an art project.

D They explain why the speaker likes to start the day so early.
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STOP

542602 Choice - The Performance; Room 202B

5. In Passage 2, the poet develops the speaker’s point of view mainly by

A listing new goals for the future.

B describing personal experiences.

C explaining the best ways to teach.

D urging others to become teachers.

542593 Composite - The Performance;  Room 202B

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

6. Which of the following best states the central idea of Passage 2?

A Some people who try making art do not like it.

B Students can gradually get satisfaction from making art.

C Most people should start to make art when they are young.

D Art teachers should not quickly praise students who are making art.

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

A “I set my cup on my desk. / I go to my shelves against the sunlit wall of 202B”

B “At two, the clean smell of crayons / helped me draw what I couldn’t say out loud.”

C “Some detect hints of / lines not straight enough, or curves too curvy,”

D Ȋ7KDW�SDLQW�GRHV�ȵRZ� OLNH�D�ZLOG� ULYHU� �� �� �� ��EXW� LQ� WLPH��ZH�FDQ� WDPH� LW�ȋ

552150 Extended Text - The Performance;  Room 202B

7. Compare and contrast the roles of the teachers in “The Performance” and “Room 202B.” 
Use details from both passages to support your answer.



STOP
You have completed 

this session.
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Writing & Language
Directions
Today you will take a test in writing and language. For this test, you will read passages and answer 
questions. Some questions might ask about how to improve the passage. Other questions might 
ask you to correct errors in the passage. Some of the questions may look different from test 
questions you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is 
important to do your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to 
answer it.

555938 Cluster - Let the Games Begin!_IV1 537020 Shared Stimulus - Shared Stimulus

Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow. 

Let the Games Begin! 
1. The modern Olympic games first took place in Athens in 1896. 2. The small, simple 

ceremony that opened those events was very different from today’s lively celebrations.
3. For example, athletes have not always entered the arena by country. 4. On the other 

hand, for the games’ first 60 years, athletes went in one by one in alphabetical order. 5. In 1956, 
however, athletes from the same nation started entering together in what is known as the 
“Parade of Athletes.”

6. A faverite part of the opening ceremonies is the lighting of the Olympic flame. 7. The torch 
symbolizes, or represents, the lasting principles of the games as well as international peace and 
goodwill. 8. This symbol is somewhat new, though, first appearing in 1928 in Amsterdam when 
a fire was lit inside a giant bowl. 9. Now a torch is carried around the city hosting the games, 
sometimes even across that entire country, and into the arena. 10. This is known as the torch 
relay. 11. The torch represents the passing of Olympic customs from one generation to the next.

12. Other changes to Olympic customs include the fact that real birds are no longer given 
a special part in the ceremonies. 13. From 1936 to 1988, birds were released into the air just 
before the Olympic flame was lit. 14. Today, some countries have chosen to symbolize this act. 
15. For example, in the 2012 London games, performers on bikes weared wings and circling the 
arena, they did produced the look of a swirling flock.

16. Today, Olympic opening ceremonies are immense spectacles. 17. They last several hours, 
cost millions of dollars, and include thousands of performers. 18. Though the ceremony has 
changed a lot since the first games, its feeling of competition and celebration remains the same.

“Let the Games Begin!” © 2017 by Measured Progress.
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537024 Composite D/C - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

1. The writer wants to add a sentence after sentence 2 to introduce the topic. Which sentence 
would be best to add?

A This is because the opening ceremony at the Olympics has changed to center around 
the torch.

B This is because it is now much easier to travel within and between countries to 
attend the opening ceremony.

C 7KLV� LV�EHFDXVH�VRPH�FRXQWULHV� FDQQRW�DRUG� WR�SURGXFH�PDQ\�RI� WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�
parts of the opening ceremony.

D This is because many of the best-known parts of the ceremony were added over the 
years, one Olympics at a time.

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

A “The torch symbolizes, or represents, the lasting principles of the games as well as 
international peace and goodwill.”

B “Now a torch is carried around the city hosting the games, sometimes even across 
that entire country, and into the arena.”

C “Other changes to Olympic customs include the fact that real birds are no longer 
given a special part in the ceremonies.”

D “They last several hours, cost millions of dollars, and include thousands of 
performers.”

537026 Choice A - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

2. How should the underlined words in sentence 4 be changed to best connect the ideas in 
sentence 3 with the ideas in sentence 4?

A In fact

B However

C In addition

D As a result
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537030 Choice B - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

3. How should the underlined word in sentence 6 be spelled?

A favoriate

B favorite

C favorrite

D favourite

537028 Choice A - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

4. The writer is deciding whether sentence 8 supports the topic. Should the writer keep 
sentence 8?

A Yes, because it gives an important detail.

B Yes, because it is from a quality source.

C No, because it goes against the previous idea.

D No, because it expresses an opinion.

537032 Choice B - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

5. Read this dictionary entry.

release  v  1. to relieve from a burden  2. to set free  3. to give permission  4. to give up in 
favor of another

Which definition of the word released is used in sentence 13?

A GHȴQLWLRQ��

B GHȴQLWLRQ��

C GHȴQLWLRQ��

D GHȴQLWLRQ��
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STOP

537034 Choice C - Let the Games Begin!_IV1

6. Which sentence should the writer change because it does not use standard English?

A sentence 5

B sentence 10

C sentence 15

D sentence 16



STOP
You have completed 

this session.




